ke FILM OFTEN REGARDED AS THE SCARIEST MOVIE EVER MADE ARRIVES ON BLU-RAY.
THE MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL TAKES STOCK OF ITS LASTING LEGACY.

WILLIAM PETER .BLATTY revisits
- THEEXORCIST

4y JOHN W. BOWEN



k HE 19708 ARE RIGHTLY REMEMBERED AS THE DAWN OF THE BLOCKBUSTER\
JAWS (1975) AND STARS WARS (1977) SHATTER
SIGNIHCA\ITLY PERMANENTLY

ED BOX OFFICE RECORDS AND PERHAP
ALTERED THE VERY NATURE OF ‘\/{OVIE MARKETIN '

SEVERAL YEARS EARLIER, IT WAS THE E\ORCISTTHAT SHOOK THE PILLARS OF THE

WITH ITS NOW-ICONIC TALE OF THE DEMONICALLY POSSE SED YOU' G GIRL REG/ AN !

NEIL (LINDA BLAIR}) HER DISTRAUGHT MOTHER C HRIS (ELL
GASO\I MILLER AND MAX VON SYDOW AS FATHER KARRAS AND FATHER MERRiN
ELY) DETERMINED TO DRIVE THE DEMON OUT. THE STORY — SET IN WASHlNGTOI\z DC - IS FLESI !
TH A HOMICIDE DETECT [VE (LEE J. COBB) INVESTIGATING THE GRUESOML DEA[H OF A HLM DIR CTOR

CK \lCGOWRAl\) WITH CLOSF TIES TO THE GIRL'S MOTHER.
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Shot in the Dark, the 1964 sequel 1o Edwards smash hit The Pi e
Blatty suddenly found himself short of work i m the latter part of the decade he dov
- headlong intoa novel he'd been meanin

allegedly true case of demonic pessessno 1
search on the subject took him well beyond the confines of Christian

izl fior the screen 'by \Mlham Peter Blatty from his own best—sellmg novel :
* the Western world - something that is. reflected in the film'’s.

wiuinectied by William Friedkin, it created a sensation — — oceasionally crossing the
s auinight hysteria — that has never been matched. With figures properly ad-
s ey imiBation, it remains the hnghest~gmssmg R-rated movie in history, and the
i paiiiable film of any Kind to date for Warner Bros. Not surprisingly, on the eve
semest special edition reissue, the now 82-year-old Blatty, who also produced
- m is as proud and conhdent of its power as ever. '
& ime the film has been re- -released, it has drawn a huge audience,” he Says
wm interview with Rue Morgue. “As you will see with the release of the
— Friedkin’s direction, it is in no respect even slightly dated. It
i tttier Than ever in its digital format and, accordingtoamostre- . , ‘
S ﬂpnhcted by subscnpt\on service LOVEFILM], remams ‘The , TH E - golemn and formal rite of exerc e
arling, lowa, anda possdb e thir eveland,

mﬁm Film of All Time.”” , \
Sssm nday, many fans are shocked to leamn that Blatty’s mfamous ; EXORCIST gnnmngs i orded hlstory, includin kwntten chr cles

Wﬂ.anﬂy a dwersmn from his career as a medy wrtter Pnor . 1 L
& aemmng The Exorcist novel:in 1969, he brief but hnghly ' -~ world, possess«on has been uniformf
3 toms,and if itisa mental mness, lt has a

wzllﬂ siint as a comedy screenwriter. H credits include ,
4= Wimen Beatly romantic farce Promise Her Anythmg (1965 and ; *;psychlatry has never had a name

sl collaborations with powerhouse director Blake Edwards, in-
Juiing the satire What Did You Do in the War Daddy? (1966)and A "

WILLIAM PETER BLATTY

© Merrin uncovers d smaM statue of the anment Sumenan demlgod Pazuzu
. an archaeoleglcal dig in Northern | -
Blatty explains, “In the Third ' World, the |
Ar enca in 1959 when | sat down to wr he
- ~ two defini £ases in which the Catholi

- Ihilfiabe
gfer ﬁ aﬁll




modermty The rigorous msxsten

ing the supernatural until it defeats

_away beliefin a psycholegrcal |
subjected to medlcal fests that pmv

human’ ‘Organi'sm unless
tered, allowing for the en

aswell asthe Jevwsh tradutmn of dybukks the souls of t
less and unanchored departed. But that somethmg -
just my wnd opinion — might find the openmg it needs due

_ eithera pre-existing senous mental |Ilness or due to the heavy ‘
- useofdrugs - ‘

Here, however, it would seem that the writer is rather un-

charactenstlcally selling himself short. Blatty s theories on

 possession, and our wnlmgness to accept them just enough
to become engrossed in the novel and/or film,
certamly do hinge upon fmdmg an overlap
_ between the physical and the metaphysical,
- butall would be for naught if his writing skills
failedtor the task. Instead of demanding
‘ that we ‘

Cathnhc and dlrected by an ag- -

nostic Jew.

Blatty mmseh‘ puts .
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